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Key Human Rights Violations (25-26 February 2009)

1.

Enforced Disappearances

Military officers, were reportedly taken by armed
personnel and never seen again.

In at least one case, there were attempts to coerce a family
member into accepting an unverified body to close the
case.

Despite repeated efforts, families received no formal
communication from authorities or inquiry commissions
regarding the fate of the missing.

Sexual Violence and Rape

Multiple incidents of sexual violence were reported
against women, including domestic workers and doctors.
Survivors describe being assaulted inside their homes and
within military and residential compounds.

Women who attempted to access washrooms were at risk
of being assaulted.

Reports of repeated gang rape by groups of 7-15 men.
These incidents occurred in a context where perpetrators
acted with impunity and survivors remained without
redress.

Cruel, Inhuman, and Degrading Treatment
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Women and children were reportedly beaten, dragged, and
humiliated in public.

Sexualized threats were used as tools of intimidation and
domination.

Children were forcibly separated from their families and
referred to in derogatory, ethnically charged terms.
Female residents were subjected to physical violations
using weapons.

4. Intimidation and Threats

e Survivors and family members were threatened against
speaking out. Some were warned of potential state
retaliation, including imprisonment and loss of
entitlements.

e Threats included being labeled as ‘collaborators’ and
facing criminal charges or social ostracization.

e Even years later, individuals who spoke publicly reportedly
faced professional repercussions (e.g., cancellation of a
military selection).

5. Looting and Property Violations

e Personal belongings, including alcohol and other
household items, were looted from homes.

e Doors were broken, and flats forcibly entered during the
attacks.

6. Obstruction of Justice and Lack of Accountability

e No official investigation or redress mechanisms were
made accessible to survivors.

e Families received no outreach from formal inquiry
commissions, and there is no record of justice being
pursued for sexual or other forms of violence.

e Media reportedly played a role in inciting hostility during
the period, potentially aggravating tensions.
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Things would have been different
would have been very
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‘India’s Near East: A New History’ ,

The recently elected prime minister Hasina, who also held the defence
portfolio, felt threatened and couldn’t count on the army’s support. ‘She
asked India for help ... and that’s why we were there’, awaiting orders
and ‘preparing for all eventualities when we touch down in Dhaka’
remembers Sandhu.

‘Shortly after the killings began, Hasina called her closest ally in New
Delhi, top Congress leader and recently appointed finance minister
Pranab Mukherjee. Upon hearing what was going on, Mukherjee promised
‘to be responsive’, The ‘SOS’ from Dhaka triggered the mobilisation of
paratroopers, and prompted foreign secretary Shivshankar Menon to
urgently engage with American, British, Japanese, and Chinese envoys to
lobby support for Hasina’.
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‘Apart from Kalaikunda, paratroopers were mobilised in Jorhat and
Agartala. If the order came, Indian troops would enter Bangladesh from
all three sides. The aim was to secure the Zia International Airport
(renamed Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport) and the Tejgaon airport.
Subsequently, the paratroopers would wrest control of Ganabhaban,
prime minister’s residence, and evacuate Hasina to safety. The Brigade
commander overseeing the operation began distributing ‘first line’
ammunition meant for use during active combat’,

‘Pinak Ranjan Chakravarty, India’s high commissioner to Dhaka (2007-10)
who has family origins in Bangladesh and called Hasina ‘Aapa’ (elder
sister) out of respect, says that ‘we did put some forces on alert, and
conveyed to Hasina that we’re worried about her safety’.

()

‘I was told by those who were closer to power that Gen. Moeen was asked
not to use force otherwise Indian] paratroopers will drop in Dhaka within
one hour’, says Touhid Hussain, then Bangladesh'’s foreign secretary’.

‘the sentence that is quoted in Paliwal’s book is correct. While the BDR
killing took place, | was attending a SAARC meeting in Colombo. Few
months later, when | was already shunted out to Foreign Service
Academy, | asked casually someone close to power, why the army chief did
not take steps to save his officers. He said what I told Paliwal.
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“India’s Near East: A New History” , “The recently
elected prime minister Hasina, who also held the defence portfolio, felt
threatened and couldn’t count on the army’s support. ‘She asked India for
help ... and that's why we were there’, awaiting orders and ‘preparing for
all eventualities when we touch down in Dhaka’, remembers Sandhu.”

“Shortly after the killings began, Hasina called her closest ally in New
Delhi, top Congress leader and recently appointed finance minister
Pranab Mukherjee. Upon hearing what was going on, Mukherjee promised
‘to be responsive’. The ‘SOS’ from Dhaka triggered the mobilisation of
paratroopers, and prompted foreign secretary Shivshankar Menon to
urgently engage with American, British, Japanese, and Chinese envoys to

lobby support for Hasina”.

“Apart from Kalaikunda, paratroopers were mobilised in Jorhat and
Agartala. If the order came, Indian troops would enter Bangladesh from
all three sides. The aim was to secure the Zia International Airport
(renamed Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport) and the Tejgaon airport.
Subsequently, the paratroopers would wrest control of Ganabhaban,
prime minister’s residence, and evacuate Hasina to safety. The Brigade
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commander overseeing the operation began distributing ‘first line’
ammunition meant for use during active combat.”

, “Pinak Ranjan Chakravarty, India’s high
commissioner to Dhaka (2007-10) who has family origins in Bangladesh
and called Hasina ‘Aapa’ (elder sister) out of respect, says that ‘we did put
some forces on alert, and conveyed to Hasina that we’re worried about her
safety”.

. , “l was told
by those who were closer to power that Gen. Moeen was asked not to use
force otherwise [Indian] paratroopers will drop in Dhaka within one hour’,

says Touhid Hussain, then Bangladesh’s foreign secretary.”
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“Padua will not go Unchallenged and unpunished”.

India New East

217

16  2009- India Today- “More than a Mutiny”
, 28 2009-
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